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August 7, 2020 
Blue Jay Families, 
I am amazed at how quickly each week seems to be passing. We are excited to see students on 
campus again in just 17 days! I hope each of you are able to have some quality family time during the 
remainder of summer break. 
Today’s communication is primarily intended to provide an update on our Orange level planning as a 
district. A few other reminders are included as well. 
Before we get to the meat of this message, here is a very brief summary of the levels of our reopening 
plan: 
Green - 5 day per week classes with precautions 
Yellow - 5 day per week classes with increased precautions 
Orange - Students split into Group A and Group B. Group A attends on Monday/Tuesday and Group B 
attends on Thursday/Friday. Days not in attendance on campus would be virtual learning days. 
Red - buildings are closed and all learning is in a virtual environment. 
The decision on which level we will be at when school opens will be made and announced during the 
week of August 17. This decision will be based on the latest data available from the Webster County 
Health Unit. 
The full plan, as well as an FAQ document, are available in the COVID-19 section of our district 
website - www.mjays.us . 
As you see above, if we have to move to the Orange level at any time, we will have smaller groups of 
students on campus at any given time so that we can increase social distancing. We have made the 
initial split of our students into Group A and Group B, based on the last name of the household’s 
primary contact. Notification of which group your child(ren) has(have) been assigned to will be shared 
in a letter via email on Monday. This may be included with other documents emailed from your child’s 
building, so please look through each email you receive. 
While we have been able to ensure that each group has 50% of the district’s students, this does not 
mean that each classroom has that exact split. In the case that we have a classroom that is 
significantly unbalanced in Group A and Group B, that classroom will work with a partner classroom to 
ensure that social distancing is followed on days that the larger group is in attendance. 
Finally, if the group that your family has been placed in presents logistical problems for you due to 
extenuating circumstances (i.e. parent work schedules, childcare availability, etc.) there is a ‘Request 
for Group Change’ process that has been developed. If you would like to make this request, you will 
need to contact your child’s building office to obtain a Group Change Request form. Once that form is 
completed, you will need to submit it to Central Office for review by the district’s administration. District 
administrators will consider all of these requests and notify each family regarding whether they are 
approved or denied. Our goal will be to honor as many legitimate requests as possible while keeping 
Group A and Group B balanced. 

http://www.mjays.us/


Below is information that has been previously shared, but is shared again in an effort to ensure 
it is widely distributed: 

If we do have to operate in the Orange or Red levels, all students will become virtual students 
and will be held accountable for all work assigned. Because we have had more time to plan, 
instruction will be more structured and feedback will be provided to each student. 

If we are in Orange or Red levels, the district will provide meals to students not on campus in 
much the same way we did during our spring closure. Not all details are finalized, but specifics 
will be shared as they are developed. 

As stated in our plan, if buildings are open we are allowing students to be dropped off as early 
as 7 AM and be picked up as late as 4:30 PM to accommodate parent schedules while hopefully 
reducing the number of students riding the bus to and from school. This additional care is for 
grades K-5 only and will have a nominal fee of $10 per week per child for before school and $10 
per week per child for after school. These fees may be reduced for those that qualify for free or 
reduced meal service. Students will be kept in small groups in these programs to allow for social 
distancing. Additional details and sign up opportunities will be communicated once they are 
finalized. 

Please check email frequently and download the district app to your phone so that you can stay 
up to date. 

Thank you for your continued patience and grace as we work to return students to campus 
safely. 

Proud to be a Blue Jay, 

David Steward, Superintendent 

 


